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Cellular phone pioneer Craig McCaw.
South African civil rights activist Nelson
Mandela. Keiko the killer whale. They all
have something in common.

Each has been represented by Roger
Nyhus, 38, CEO of Seattle-based Nyhus
Communications. Nyhus handles public
relations and public affairs for clients ranging
from then-Gov. Gary Locke to then-Mayor
Paul Schell of Seattle to the group of local
investors backing the new Four Seasons hotel
and condominium project.

“The common thread is our passion for
their work,” says Nyhus. “We don’t take
clients we don’t believe in strongly. We are
passionate about their work or enjoy them
as people ... or animals.”

Nyhus says managing media coverage of
Keiko’s move from captivity to freedom off
the coast of Iceland in 1998 was a highlight
of his career. Keiko, who in 1993 appeared
in the film “Free Willy” about returning a
killer whale to the wild, drew worldwide
media coverage after the whale was found
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in ill health in an amusement park in
Mexico. Nyhus wrangled some 750
journalists covering Keiko’s return to his
native waters off Iceland.

“It was a very bold experiment,” says
Nyhus, who accompanied the killer
whale in the UPS plane that transported
them to Iceland.

The Westport native moves easily among
his high-profile clients.

“My mom instilled in me the confidence
to interact with anyone at any level,” says
Nyhus. “Even though I grew up in a small
fishing town, my mom was very
cosmopolitan and we spent a lot of time in
Seattle and traveled extensively.”

He credits his grandfather, who read
three newspapers a day, with getting him
interested in politics and the news business.
Nyhus worked as a reporter for The
Associated Press for several years after
graduating from college.

“I’m an optimistic person and I think
that’s what drives me,” he says. “It’s easy to
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This 8-foot-tall totem pole stands
at the end of a long hallway out-
side Roger’s office. The artist
who made it, Steve Jensen, calls
on Scandinavian themes. Roger
says it’s “inspiring and transcends
the stress of daily life.”

get cynical in politics and as a former
journalist.” But he adds, “I believe each of
us has a capacity to make a huge difference
in the world.”

- JEANNE LANG JONES
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